Women in the War of 1312
Causes of the War

NOTE

The following information gives an overview on various causes of the war.



i

HISTORICAL GONTEXT Name

Date

Causes of the War

INTRO

The War of 1812, often referred to as America's second war for independence, was
a significant conflict that occurred between the United States and Great Britain
Jrom 1812 to 1815. This war had several underlying causes, each contributing to
the tensions that eventually led to armed conflict.

ONE

Impressment of American Sailors

One of the primary causes of the War of 1812 was the impressment of American sailors
by the British Navy. British warships would forcibly seize American sailors, claiming
them as British subjects. This practice angered many Americans, as it violated their
rights and sovereignty. The resentment over impressment fueled anti-British
sentiments and added to the growing desire for war.

TWO

Interference with American Trade

Another significant cause was the interference with American trade. Both the British
and French were involved in disrupting American shipping during their ongoing
conflicts. The British, in particular, implemented a series of trade restrictions that
limited American trade with European nations, affecting the American economy and
leading to increased calls for war.

THREE

Native American Resistance and British Support

In the Northwest Territory, Native American resistance against American expansion was
actively supported by the British. The British supplied weapons and support to Native
American tribes, encouraging them to resist American settlers moving westward. This
support intensified conflicts on the frontier and contributed to the push for war.

FOUR

Embargo Act of 1807

In response to issues of impressment and trade interference, President Thomas
Jefferson implemented the Embargo Act of 1807. This act sought to protect American
interests by prohibiting trade with foreign nations. However, it had adverse effects on
the American economy, leading to widespread discontent. The embargo was later
repealed in 1809, but it failed to achieve its intended goals and strained relations with
both Britain and France.
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CONTINUED

FIVE

Non-Intercourse Act

Following the failure of the Embargo Act, the Non-Intercourse Act of 1809 was
enacted, allowing trade with all nations except Britain and France. This act aimed to
alleviate economic hardships while maintaining a form of economic pressure on the
two major European powers. However, it proved ineffective in resolving the underlying
issues and ultimately paved the way for further tensions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the causes of the War of 1812 were multifaceted, ranging from issues of
maritime rights and trade interference to Native American conflicts and international
geopolitical tensions. The Embargo Act and Non-Intercourse Act were attempts to
address some of these issues, but they fell short, ultimately contributing to the
eruption of the war that would shape America's future and solidify its place on the
world stage.
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