


Dr. Helen Taussig

Dr. Helen Taussig founded the field of
pediatric cardiology. She overcame
opposition to become a preeminent
cardiologist and physician. Despite severe
dyslexia and gender discrimination, Taussig
obtained her medical degree from Johns

Hopkins in 1927. Suffering from hearing loss

due to a childhood illness, Taussig mastered

non-stethoscope ways to monitor the heart.

Using these innovative techniques, Taussig
discovered the cause of “blue baby
syndrome” and helped design a surgery to
correct it

WHMN

NATIONAL
WOMEN'S

HISTORY

MUSEUM

www.WomensHistory.org




it

Ta
a i "

'»1”!




Bessie Coleman

Elizabeth “Bessie” Coleman was the first
African American woman to pilot a plane
and earn an international pilot’s license.
An aviation pioneer, “Brave Bessie”
thrilled audiences with her daring aerial
tricks. Coleman barnstormed her way
across the country, performing daring
aerial acrobatics at air shows wherever
she could find an audience. She looped de
looped and barrel rolled her way into the
hearts of cheering—and integrated—
crowds. Coleman refused to perform
anywhere African Americans were not
welcome.
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Amelia Earhart

Amelia Earhart was a record-breaking
aviator. During World War |, Earhart worked
at a Canadian military hospital and met
aviators becoming intrigued with flying.
With her first plane ride in 1920,

Earhart realized her true passion and began
lessons. On her 25th birthday, she
purchased her first plane. Earhart flew it in
1922, while setting the women’s altitude
record. In 1932, she became the first
woman to pilot a plane solo across the
Atlantic. In 1929, she helped found the
Ninety-Nines, and in 1935, Purdue
University hired her as an aviation advisor.
On June 1, 1937, Earhart left Miami to
become the first woman to fly around the
world. With 7,000 miles to go, the plane
lost radio contact and was never found.




Rachel Carson

Marine biologist and nature writer, Rachel
Carson sparked a global environmental
movement. Her most notable achievement
was her book Silent Spring, which focused
the attention of American citizens on the
negative effects of pesticide usage. Carson’s
work was recognized with medals from the
National Audubon Society and the
American Geographical Society as well as
induction into the American Academy of
Arts and Letters. She was posthumously
awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1980.
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Ellen Swallow Richards

Ellen Swallow Richards introduced the word
ecology to the United States in 1892. After
receiving a BA in chemistry from Vassar
College, she was the first woman admitted
to MIT. Then denied admission into MIT’s.
doctoral program, she established a
woman’s chemistry laboratory. Her studies
in environmental problems caused by
urbanization led to the first state water-
quality standards in the nation and the first
modern municipal sewage treatment plant
in Massachusetts. She also founded the
field of home economics and worked on the
Pure Food Acts.




