


Martha Graham

Dancer, choreographer, and “mother of
‘modern dance,” Martha Graham’s 181
dance compositions continue to challenge
and inspire performers and audiences.
Graham created a movement language
based upon the body's expressive capacity.
By focusing on the activities of the human
form, she enlivened the body with raw,
electric emotion. The sharp, angular, and
direct movements of her technique were a
dramatic departure from the predominant
style of the mid-20th century.
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Katharine Graham

Katharine Graham was one of the most
powerful American women of the 20"
century. Graham became president of
The Washington Post in 1963 and served
as its publisher from 1969-1979. Under
Graham’s leadership, the newspaper rose
to prominence for its coverage of the
Vietnam War and the Nixon presidency
when it published the “Pentagon Papers,
and then Woodward and Bernstein’s
investigation of the Watergate scandal.
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Clare Boothe Luce

Clare Boothe Luce was an American author,
editor, politician, playwright, and the US
Ambassador to Italy. She was the first
American woman appointed to a major
ambassadorial post abroad. A versatile
author, she is best known for her 1936 hit
play The Women, which had an all-female
cast. Her writings extended from drama and
screen scenarios to fiction, journalism, and
war reportage. Luce was elected to the US
Congress in 1942, where she served on the
Military Affairs Committee. She was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom
in 1983 having “served and enriched her
country in many fields”.




Margaret Mitchell

Margaret Mitchell’s novel Gone with the
Wind has sold over 30 million copies since its
publication in 1936. Mitchell was born in
Atlanta in 1900, and as a child loved to write
stories and plays. She began writing Gone
with the Wind in 1935 and titled it after her
favorite Ernest Dowson poem. The book
won the 1937 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and
was adapted into a film. The film won 10
Academy Awards. Gone with the Wind was
Mitchell’s only novel and she devoted the
rest of her life to many philanthropic causes,
including the American Red Cross during
World War II.

Ida B. Wells-Barnett

Ida B. Wells-Barnett challenged
discrimination and sexism, exposed
injustice, and fought for equality. Born
into slavery in 1862 Wells-Barnett grew
up in Mississippi. After the death of her
parents when she was 16, she became a
teacher. Despite having a ticket, Wells-
Barnett was thrown off a first-class train;
so she turned to writing to point out
injustices. She wrote scathing articles
decrying the scourge of lynching. Her
expose about an 1892 lynching enraged
locals who burned her press and drove
her from Memphis. She relocated to
Chicago and became very active in the
suffrage movement.
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