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Lesson Plan: Seneca Falls Convention  
 
Description/Purpose: The student will examine primary sources about the Seneca Falls 
Convention in 1848 to understand why a women’s rights movement was necessary to gain 
greater rights for women. 
 
Author: Kristina Graves 
 
Theme: Voting Rights, 19th Century, Source Analysis 
 
Standards: UCLA Social Studies Standard 1C: Specify the issues raised by various women and how 

mainstream Progressives responded to them. [Consider multiple perspectives] 

 
UCLA Social Studies Standards Available Here: http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards  
 
Common Core Alignment: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 
 
Common Core Standards for Social Studies Available Here: 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH 
 
Grade Level: 9-12 
 
Class Time: 15 minutes (The lesson can also be lengthened into a 45-minute class.  See below in 
“Guided Practice” section for optional class extension.) 
 
Materials:  

• Documents from Library of Congress and Other Sources (see attached) 
• The “Observe, Reflect, Question” Tool via The Library of Congress: 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis
_Tool.pdf  

 
 

http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
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Process:  
1. Starter/Hook: On the board, write “Reasons Why Children Should or Should Not Be 

Allowed to Vote” to initiate a discussion.  Have students give their own opinions about 
why children (18 and under) should or should not be allowed to have a voice in picking 
their government.  After the discussion, explain to students that the same reasons they 
listed for youth voting were used regarding whether women should vote. 
 

2. Direct Instruction: 
a. Provide background on women’s place in 19th century American society to the 

class.  Explain to them that: 
i. Women were limited in freedoms and rights in the 19th century 

ii. A women’s movement was necessary to gain greater rights and suffrage 
iii. Men and women reformers both took part in the Seneca Falls Convention 
iv. Opinions regarding women’s rights differed in the 19th century 

 
b. Use the NWHM’s “Crusade for the Vote” to provide background information: 

http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/early-republic 
http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/abolition 
http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/seneca-falls-meeting 

 
For gifted/honors students or if class time is limited, have the students research the 
background information ahead of time (previous class period) and bring their 
research to class.  You can also print out the websites and distribute to the 
collaborative groups (see below). 

 
3. Guided Practice:  

a. Divide students into groups of six and assign a primary source (see below). 
b. Tell each group to Observe, Reflect, and Question using the ORQ Tool from the 

Library of Congress.  Each group will examine a specific source for evidence 
related to the central question: Why was a women’s rights movement necessary? 

c. Explain to students that some of the sources reflect positively on the convention 
and others are opposed to the convention. 

d. Once each group has examined the sources, write on the board Observe, Reflect, 
and Question.  Have students send a representative from each group to record 
their observations, reflections, and questions.  Discuss as a class. 

 
Optional: Extend the lesson by having students create a skit on the proceedings of the 
Convention.  Assign roles to students by having them play the part of convention 
participants, journalists, and those opposed to the convention. 

 
4. Follow-Up/Independent Practice: 

a. Students will research one of the participants of the Seneca Falls Convention and 
create and short presentation to show the class during the next class period. 

 

 

http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/early-republic
http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/abolition
http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/seneca-falls-meeting
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Declaration of Sentiments, 1848
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Excerpt from How Women Got the Vote: The Story of Women’s Suffrage in America by Ida 

Husted Harper (published 1920) 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Ida Husted Harper wrote the History of Woman 

Suffrage in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as a reflection history of the movement. 

“The question of woman’s rights to take public part in this movement was carried to the World’s 

Anti-Slavery Convention in London in June 1840, which refused to recognize the eight women 

delegates from the United States . . . it was decided that on their return to the United States they 

would organize a movement especially for the rights of women . . . In 1848 during the yearly 

meeting of the liberal branch [of Quakers] in Waterloo, New York, Elizabeth Cady Stanton went 

over from her home in the neighboring village of Seneca Falls to be with Lucretia Mott at the 

home of a mutual friend, Mary Ann McClintock and Martha Wright.  The four women talked over 

the situation and Mrs. Mott and Mrs. Stanton decided to put into effect the resolution they had 

made in London eight years before to call a convention for the public discussion of the rights of 

women.  In June these four issued a “call” for the first woman’s rights convention in all history 

and published it, unsigned, in a local paper.  They then prepared a declaration of rights modeled 

after the Declaration of Independence and a set of resolution that demanded practically every 

right that women are enjoying at the present day, including suffrage.  The convention met in 

Seneca Falls, July 19-20, in the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and James Mott, of Philadelphia, the 

husband of Lucretia, presided.  As many as the church would hold were present; the declaration 

and resolutions were discussed and adopted, and here began the movement for woman suffrage, 

which then continued without cessation.” 
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Excerpt from Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s Address on Women’s Rights, September 1848 

From the Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 

“The present social, civil, and religious condition of women is a subject too vast to be brought 

within the limits of one short lecture.  Suffice it to say for the present, that wherever we turn the 

history of woman is sad and drear and dark, without any alleviating circumstances, nothing from 

which we can draw consolation.  As the nations of the earth emerge from a state of barbarism, 

the sphere of women gradually becomes wider but not even under what is thought to be the full 

blaze of the sun of civilization is it what God designed it to be.  In every country and clime does 

man assume the responsibility of making out the path for her to tread . . . There are many 

differences in habits, manners, and customs, among the nations, but there is little change for the 

better in woman’s lot – she is either the drudge of man to perform all the hard labor of the field 

and the menial duties of the hut, tent, or house, or she is the idol of his lust the mere creature of 

his ever varying whims and will.” 
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Article from National Reformer Newspaper, August 3, 1848 
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Article from The North Star, published by Frederick Douglass, July 1848 
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Article from the Oneida Whig, August 1848

 


